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Figs. 4-6 - Biscutum multiforme BuKRY, n. sp., 4) holotype, proximal view, x 10,800; 5) distal, x 10,400; 
6) proximal, x 9500. 

Description: 

The outline of this form is variously rhombic, hexagonal, or elliptical. In proximal view the 
distal shield is composed of 21 to 29 (26 mean) radial elements, those at ends of the long axis 
being larger and more wedge-shaped than the others in the cycle. The proximal shield is no
tably smaller than the distal shield. Smallest shields are only 40 to 75 percent as long as the 
distal shield. There are 22 to 29 (24 mean) slightly counterclockwise inclined elements in the 
planar rim cycle, which is distinctive in having long elements at one end of the shield. The 
elements become progressively shorter until at the opposite end of the coccolith they are only 
half as long. The central area is composed of a dextrally imbricated cycle of 8 to 14 (10 mean) 
large, flat elements. Of the total length of the coccolith 28 to 40 percent (35 percent mean) 
is occupied by the serrate-margined central area. 

Remarks: 

The asymmetrical proximal shield and high rim counts separate this form from related species 
of Biscutum. The central area of distinctly imbricating flat elements is also distinctive. Only one 
proximal view of this new species was recognized. 

Maximum diameter: 5.2 fJ. · 

Type level: 

Middle? Campanian, Belemnitella mucronata Zone (Craie de Meudon). 
Known range: Coniacian-Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Meudon, France. 
Occurrence: France, Denmark, Texas and Nebraska. 
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Depository: 

Geology Department of the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. Holotype, UI-H-3046, 
proximal view (fig. 4). Primary paratype, UI-H-3043, distal view (fig. 5). Other paratypes, 
UI-H-3042 through UI-H-3045, UI-H-3047 through UI-H-3049. 

Author: 

Bukry D., 1969, p. 28; pl. 8, figs. 4-6. 

Reference: 

Upper Cretaceous Coccoliths from Texas and Europe. Univ. Kansas Paleont. Contr., Art. 51, 
(Protista 2), 79 pp., 40 pls., 1 text-fig. 
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